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THE FORMATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF PRESS STUDIES
IN AZERBAIJAN

The purpose of this article is to consider some aspects of the development of journalism in
Azerbaijan, its achievements in the field of press study. It is noted that from time to time attention
was paid to research questions on this topic and interesting research papers were written. However,
it should be noted that this process is not carried out consistently and systematically. However,
Jjournalism, including the press, plays an invaluable role in the formation and strengthening of socio-
political values in the development of society.

Research methods. In the course of the study, methods of comparative analysis of textual
documents, methods of analyzing historical facts, general scientific methods of literary criticism,
historiography and press studies were used.

Novelty. In the article, along with textual criticism, literary criticism, historiography, press studies,
an issue that plays an important role in the study of events in society, the history of the literary process,
the ways of its development, characterizing their socio-political conditions, political and historical
events is also considered. that cause these conditions.

Conclusions. Summing up, the author comes to the conclusion that important work has been
done and continues to this day to study the history of the press. True, the vast majority of them were
written in accordance with the ideological “rules” of the Soviet era, so the events and facts were
not interpreted with the same accuracy and were far from being objective. However, this does not
give us reason to deny all these steps in the study of the history of the press. On the contrary, precise
and thorough investigations should be carried out and benefited from them.

1t is noted that the subject of research is at the intersection of the press, history, literature, political
sciences, theoretical and methodological concepts characteristic of these sciences are widely used.
In order to clarify the scientific and theoretical picture in the field of Azerbaijani journalism, to
clarify the position of critics, journalists, publicists and publishers with different worldviews in
the literary and historical struggle, theoretical provisions reflecting advanced research principles
are widely covered.
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Introduction. The development of science is
possible only through the logical results of consistent
and in-depth research and generalizations. In fact,
this process is necessary for all fields of science.
The development of journalism in Azerbaijan,
the achievements in the field of press studies
have been involved in research from time to time
and interesting research works have been written.
However, it should be noted that this process is not
carried out consistently and systematically. However,
journalism, including the press, plays an invaluable
role in the formation and strengthening of socio-
political values in the development of society. As one
of our scholars said, “it is a documented, formalized
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form of national-historical life, ethnopsychological
thinking, socio-political events. By studying the press,
we also shape our identity, clarify the realities
of history, and draw conclusions from the experience
of public life in the past.

The press is a historical source that presents
the historical reality as a whole system in
chronological order. Therefore, the materials of this
source, its creators, writers, their political worldview,
goals, etc. allows you to collect objective information.
At the same time, the periodical press also reveals
the atmosphere, socio-political, economic and cultural
scenery of the period in which it functions. In this
sense, the correct and honest study of our history
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ofjournalism is also relevant. In other words, the press
is the key, the mirror of history because studying
the press, which covers all the socio-political, literary,
cultural, historical and economic events that take
place in life, is to study history itself.

It is especially important to study the Azerbaijani
press. It is true that the press in Azerbaijan emerged
much later than in developed countries. However, “his
interference in social processes began from the very
beginning. Thus, in the West, the press has long
played the role of disseminating information. Over
time, the privileged forces began to use the press as
a means of publication, to gain influence in society
and derive benefit from being in power. In Azerbaijan,
the national press has tried to fulfill its enlightenment
mission from the first day” [1, p. 20-21].

Suleyman Sani Akhundov noted: “There
are two ways to open people’s eyes: the press
and the theater.” [2, p. 1]. Although the creative
intellectuals of the time skillfully used both methods,
they benefited more from the press. Therefore, Tsarist
Russia did not allow the Azerbaijani people to create
national media for years in order to prevent them
from realizing their national identity.

The attitude to history, past, cultural and spiritual
heritage has always been relevant for the social
sciences, especially after the re-independence of our
people (1991), it is important to reconsider the history
of development of Azerbaijani science. Under
the influence of ideological dogmas for many
years, it was necessary to reconsider and evaluate
the achievements studied and explained. Today, in
the mostresponsible period of building an independent
state, the correct, accurate study, assessment
and publicity of our national and moral values, our
historical past is of great importance.

Therefore, in this dissertation, we aim to purify
the achievements of the Azerbaijani press for a century
(1900-2000) and to clarify the shortcomings.

The level of problem study As noted, important
work has been done to study the history of the press
and continues today. It is true that the vast majority
ofthem were written inaccordance with the ideological
“rules” ofthe Sovietera, so the events and facts were not
interpreted with the same accuracy, at a high scientific
and objective level, and no accurate generalizations
were made. However, this does not give us a reason
to deny all these steps in the study of press history. On
the contrary, accurate and thorough research should
be conducted by benefiting from them.

Since the beginning of the 20" century,
the content, language, ideas, and activities
of newspapers and magazines have been involved

in research. After 1920 research has clearly shown
a bias arising from the demands of the Soviet
regime and ideology. In this bias, the activity
of the «Bolshevik and revolutionary-democratic
press» was exaggerated, all the achievements
of the country were connected with their name: «The
Bolshevik and democratic press wrote glorious pages
in the history of Azerbaijan» [3, p. 319]. Our national-
spirited press was presented as «spreading reactionary
ideas that were hostile to the freedom movement, rich
cultural wealth, native language of the Azerbaijani
people, and enslaved to tsarism and the bourgeoisie «
by branding “bourgeois, reactionary”.

In many articles and scientific books written after
1991, most of the above-mentioned shortcomings
have been eliminated, and a new approach to
the re-exploration of the history of Azerbaijan’s press
has been felt. Numerous valuable works have been
published in the field of emigration and research in
the Southern press.

Among these studies, it is possible to come across
research works that directly are related with our topic
and, to one degree or another or touch upon the subject
of the topic. Our prominent scholars paid attention
to the achievements of press history in their articles,
books and pamphlets devoted to the development
of historiography, literary criticism and generally
science in Azerbaijan, and expressed their views
on their scientific and practical significance. For
example, A. Sharif, Z. Ibragimov, H. Almirzayeyv,
A. Mirahmadov, N. Akhundov, A. Sumbatzade,
E. Tokarjevcki, I. Strigunov and others did not
do thorough research on scientific works on
the history of the press, but they expressed a certain
attitude. However, it is safe to say that a consistent,
comprehensive study of this problem has not yet been
conducted.

Due to the fact that the subject of research is
located at the junction of the press, history, literature,
political sciences, the theoretical and methodological
concepts specific to these sciences are widely used. In
order to clarify the scientific and theoretical picture in
the field of Azerbaijani journalism, to clarify the posi-
tion of critics, journalists, publicists and publishers
with different worldviews in the literary and histori-
cal struggles, the theoretical provisions reflecting
the advanced research principles are widely covered.

Main findings. Along with textual studies, liter-
ary criticism, historiography, press studies also play
an important role in the study of events in society,
the history of the literary process, ways of develop-
ment, the socio-political conditions that character-
ize them and the political and historical events that
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give rise to these conditions. Our press, which has
a rich history, was also involved in research during
the Soviet era, mainly in accordance with the method-
ology of literary criticism and historiography. Due to
the lack of a special methodology in the field of Azer-
baijani journalism, the study of our press has been
studied mainly by the history of literature and literary
criticism, which is a branch of literary criticism.

In fact, the press, which constantly brings literary
processes, historical and political events to the pub-
lic’s attention, is closely connected with many areas.
Therefore, when studying the history of Azerbaijani
journalism, it is necessary to study a number of sub-
jects, in particular, the history of Azerbaijan, the his-
tory of Azerbaijani literature, the history of the devel-
opment of public opinion in Azerbaijan. In terms
of studying the theoretical problems of journalism, as
well as determining the prospects for its future devel-
opment, the study of problems such as the elimination
of distortions in the classical heritage and their causes,
and so on is of great importance in view of studying
this scientific field.

As the history of our press begins with “Akinchi”,
the history of our press studies begins with “Akin-
chi” and the works written about H. Zardabi such
as monographs and scientific books. One of the first
such research articles belongs to H. Zardabi, who laid
the foundation of our press. He talks about the atti-
tude of the people to him and, finally, the reasons for
the closure of the newspaper in the article “The first
Turkish newspaper in Russia” published in the news-
paper “Hayat” (See: “Hayat” newspaper; December
28, 1905 and January 3, 1906)”.

Since all the cultural, literary and social events that
took place in the renaissance and rise of our people in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries are related to
the name, life and work of H. Zardabi. Zardabi stud-
ies is in the center of special attention in our repub-
lic before and after the Soviet era. The study of this
heritage (far from the ideological aspect today) is
important for tracing the history of the development
of Azerbaijani socio-philosophical thought.

The Azerbaijani journalists who pursued
and developed the creative traditions of the founder
of our national press H. Zardabi, also “adapted
and improved his ideas, scientific and theoreti-
cal views on journalism to a new era, and achieved
the establishment of national journalism. This experi-
ence of scientific and theoretical thinking, the arsenal
of historical truths and the clarity of national memory
are important as sources of modern Azerbaijani medi-
alogy and serve as a reference point to determine its
methodological basis” [4, p. 4-5].
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First of all, in order to study the history of the forma-
tion and development of national journalism, it is neces-
sary to look at the history of the establishment of the press
system in Azerbaijan, to clarify the issues of formation
of journalism. To do this, the complex socio-political
events of the period and the historical conditions that
affect it must be disclosed, the impact of different cur-
rents of ideas on the process must be studied.

The first articles written in the field of Zardab
studies mainly cover the years 1900-1920. In the arti-
cles F. Kocharli’s “Hasan bey Malikov”, J. Hajibey-
li’s “Memory of Hasan bey Malikov”, H. Vazirov’s
“Hasan bey Malikov”, “Hasan bey Malikov’s creativ-
ity”, N. Vazirov’s “My dear, dear teacher Hasan bey”,
where Zardabi is presented not only as the founder
of our national press, but also as a public figure who
played a major role in the development of our edu-
cation, culture, theater, history of public opinion,
and our philanthropic mission.

In the second decade of the 20th century, “the
press, which regulates the national public conscious-
ness, had a strong influence on the more successful
pursuit of literary and artistic thought in Azerbaijan,
challenging the interference of the literary process in
public life” [5, p. 46]. At the same time, the transfor-
mation of the press into an institution of public opin-
ion, an invaluable tool in the struggle for free speech,
truth and justice, increased its prestige and value
in society, and began the process of creating a per-
fect press system in Azerbaijan. In order to compre-
hensively study the history of the press and press
of this period, to analyze it down to the smallest
detail, first of all, the activities of individual journal-
ists and media bodies of this period must be inde-
pendently studied. Because most of them were also
engaged in research of the press, and journalistic,
literary-critical articles, scientific-theoretical opin-
ions are still important today. In the research works
written during this period, “the history of the period
was approached from the point of view of national
interests and the correct concept was defined”. These
articles belong mainly to MA Rasulzade, MB Mam-
madzade, J. Hajibeyli, F. Agazade. Although there
are some small flaws and inaccuracies in these stud-
ies, they do not diminish their historical, literary
and political significance in the slightest. On the con-
trary, these researches, which cover an important
stage in the history of the Azerbaijani press, reflect
valuable ideas and approaches, which bring to life
the conditions under which the press of that period
was formed and developed.

Acting within the ideological framework
of the USSR, the press, which was informed and man-
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aged from a single information center, “the product”
of the time, “did not come naturally to the literary
process, public opinion, it was brought administra-
tively.”

However, during the years of Soviet rule, “the
theoretical concept and mechanism of action of Azer-
baijani journalism differed significantly from the pre-
vious stage” [6, p. 190-196], but during these years,
much has been done in the development and research
of the Azerbaijani press.

We must not forget that the development of sci-
ence also requires an organized, systematic approach.
Therefore, organizational work began to be done
for the development of science, including journal-
ism. The Soviet state paid as much attention to this
area as it did to everything. He was very interested
in the direction and content of the research. From
the 1920s until the fall of the regime, the state focused
on the establishment of certain institutions to maintain
control over this area. In the early 1920’s, the Institute
of Party History, in 1923, the “Society for the Study
and Study of Azerbaijan”, in 1934, the Azerbaijan
branch of the USSR Academy of Sciences, in 1945,
the Academy of Sciences of the Azerbaijan SSR, in
1963, the Press Committee under the USSR Council
of Ministers was created. In 1970-1980, the “Press
Department” functioned at the Academy of Sciences
of'the Azerbaijan SSR. These organizations, like other
fields of science, have done some work in the study
of the history of the press.

During the years of Soviet rule, they defined
the methodology of studying the literary pro-
cess in our country with the Marxist methodology,
and the research, like the activity of the press, was
carried out in accordance with the ideology. Literary
criticism was far from objective, and only created
examples in accordance with Marxist-Leninist theory,
so the ideological, sociological and aesthetic qualities
of the time manifested themselves in those examples.
During the Soviet period, the study of the Azer-
baijani press began mainly in the mid-20s, and on
April 12, 1925, a commission was established to cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of the Azerbaijani press.
According to the decision of the commission, works,
articles, scientific books and memoirs on the history
of the Azerbaijani press are written.

Most of the research conducted during the Soviet
period after the occupation of April 1920 (mainly until
the late 1980°s) was adapted to the demands and nature
of the regime. In these works, events and facts have
not been interpreted and researched at a high scien-
tific, objective level, and accurate and precise gen-
eralizations have not been made. From time to time,

the attitude to historical facts, problems and their
authors in these sources was different. Therefore, in
these studies, not only the scientific-methodological
approach is different, but also the logical sequence
and many facts are wrong.

As mentioned above, the study of the Soviet-era
press, as well as the press, is undoubtedly a special stage
in the history of the Azerbaijani press. The frameworks
and principles set by the Soviet regime and communist
ideology forced the press, newspapers and magazines,
as well as researchers of the history of the press, to
comply with the requirements of the time. Journal-
ist Shirmammad Huseynov writes: “The Azerbaijani
press as a historical science began to develop and form
only in the post-war period, and a number of works on
the history of the press began to be published.” How-
ever, before the war, in the first decades of the 20" cen-
tury and in the 1930°s and 1940’s, opinions and opin-
ions were expressed about the Azerbaijani press and its
history, and a large number of articles and works were
written and published. This is described in detail in
the first half of the first chapter, “Formation and devel-
opment of national journalism” and in the second half
of the second chapter, “Basic principles of approach
to the press in Soviet research.” Even after 1950,
“the progress of the social sciences in the republic,
the beginning of the creation of generalized works
and monographs on the history of Azerbaijani literature
and press” countless articles and works about many
of our national media, including “Fuyuzat” and “Molla
Nasreddin™ , led to the recording of memories.

Although these research works are written on
the basis of Marxist-socialist theory, they can par-
tially play the role of a reliable source in the forma-
tion of our press as they have interesting and valu-
able facts that reflect the history of our journalism,
the study of our press heritage, and it would not be
right to deny them.

It is a fact that in the seventy years of our exis-
tence in the Soviet reality, along with our literature,
our press has played a great role in the formation, sur-
vival and promotion of national thought. In particular,
the last “30 years (1960-1980), although unequivo-
cally confirmed in this sense, it is not right to go
beyond the previous 40 years.”

Despite the fact that the Azerbaijani press oper-
ated under the strong influence of communist ideol-
ogy during the Soviet era, it endeavoured to preserve
its national identity since the early 1960s. This was
also reflected in the study of the press, and the late
1960s and early 1970s marked the beginning of a new
stage in the development of Azerbaijani journalism.
The southern theme, the integrity of Azerbaijan,
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the widespread promotion of the native language, etc.
Topics were reflected in the press before literature,
and published articles and works are proof of this.

It is true that some of these research works “do not
fully meet the latest scientific and social needs. How-
ever, this idea is not a renunciation of the existing sci-
entific heritage, nor a claim against it. ““ It is the fun-
damental research on the history of our press heritage
that has been written since 1960 that today plays
a partly positive role in the study of the history of our
press. Although they have ideological and method-
ological errors, they have rich archival facts, docu-
ments and so on. var. It was in those years that some
researchers dealing with the history of the study
of our press heritage expressed their solidarity with
our views in the 1990’s. In their articles, speeches
and scientific works, they repeatedly stressed the need
to re-examine the history of research of our national
press, which has undergone a rich development, in
an ideologically distant way.

Itis clear from the researches that both in the begin-
ning of the 20th century and in the following decades
a lot of attention was paid to the study of Zardabi’s
multifaceted activity, study of his historical services
and delivery to our people.

Since the early 60s, H. Zardabi’s views on vari-
ous scientific fields, public activities have become
the object of research of our scientists, including dis-
sertation research. Starting from this period, a num-
ber of practical steps have been taken to collect
and publish the rich literary and scientific heritage
of H. Zardabi. First of all, it is necessary to mention
prof. Ziyaddin Goyushov, the prominent Azerbaijani
philosopher, among the scientists with special ser-
vices in this field,

Z. Goyushov collected and systematized
the works, letters, articles written by H. Zardabi,
critically assessed the heritage of rich, comprehen-
sive ideas, highlighted various aspects of his world-
view and tried to determine the role of Azerbaijan in
the history of socio-philosophical thought.

Different books, monographs, articles and disser-
tations of great importance in the study of Zardabi’s
legacy were written during the Soviet period. As men-
tioned above, the main drawback of these works, as
well as research written in the 1930s and 1940s, was
that they were in line with the principles of Soviet-

communist ideology. Therefore, there was a need for
a comprehensive study of Zardabi in modern times
because it is relevant for each period. H.Zardabi’s
life, heritage, “Akinchi”, cooperation with other
media outlets (especially “Hayat”, “Kaspi”, “Debi-
stan”, etc.) enlightenment meetings, his activity in
the Duma should be studied more deeply and care-
fully and made available to the scientific commu-
nity . The problems raised in these speeches indicate
the solution of very important and topical issues
today (especially the national issue). So, those who
say from “Akinchi”, Zardabi’s legacy, “the more
written and spoken, the more useful and useful”
are right. “Zardabi’s work experience on the press,
Akinchi’s lessons, creative traditions, ideas were
systematically continued in Azerbaijan and today
form the scientific-theoretical and methodological
basis of our national press.”

Although the press became the “wheel and propel-
ler” of the Soviet propaganda machine, this does not
mean that Azerbaijani journalism did not gain any-
thing during the Soviet era; for example, the popular-
ity of the press, the further improvement of its language
and style, the increase of professionalism, and so on.
This period also had its own peculiarities, and at that
time some of our research works on the history of our
press were able to overcome the “rules” of the period,
at least in part. Among the authors of such works we can
name Aziz Sharif, Aziz Mirahmadov, Kamal Talibzade,
Nazim Akhundov, Abbas Zamanov, Kheyrulla Mam-
madov, Agarafi Zeynalzade, Gulam Mammadli, Islam
Agayev and others. They have written numerous articles
and works on the study of the history of the Azerbaijani
press and its theoretical problems. In these works, they
overcame the “rules” of the time and expressed valuable
opinions and objective opinions.

Conclusions. For the purpose of proper studying
the history of Azerbaijan journalism, it is prudent to
involve the publications of South Azerbaijan, emigra-
tion period and Azerbaijan community publications
based on which veridical and comprehensive view
on Azerbaijan press formation and development can
be worked out. This research presents the essence
and content of journalism and provides substantial
and theoretical view on formation and development
of Azerbaijan press as an independent and important
science in Azerbaijan Republic.
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I'yaiesa I. JI. CTAHOBJIEHHS 1 PO3BUTOK ITPEC-JTOCJI)KEHDb B ABEPBANIKAHI

Mema yiei cmammi posensnymu OesiKi ACneKmu pO36UMKY JHCYPHANICmuKu 6 Azepoaiiodicani, it 0ocsieHen s
V eanysi 6usUeHHs npecu. 3a3HAYAEmvbCs, Wo 00 NUMAaHbL O0CTIONCEHHs 3 Yici memamuKu iHOO0i 36epmanacs
yeaeu i Oynu Hanucaui yikasi docnioxcenus. Ilpome cnio 3aznauumu, wo yei npoyec He 30HICHIOEMbCS
nocnidosno ma cucmemuo. Ilpome oscypuanicmuka, 30kpema npeca, 2pac HeOYiHeHHy polb (OpMYSaHHi
ma 3miyHeHHi CYCNiNbHO-NOMIMUYHUX YIHHOCIEU Y PO36UMKY CYCHIbCMEA.

Memoou oOocnioncenns. Y npoyeci 00Cniodncennss OYI0 GUKOPUCIAHO MemoOu NOPIGHSILHOZO
AHANIZY MEKCMOA02IYHUX OOKYMEHMIE, Memoou aHauizy ICMOPUYHUX (DAaKmie, 3a2ealbHOHAYKOSI Memoou
JaimepamyposnHascmed, icmopioepagii ma npecosHascmea.

Hosusna. Y cmammi, nopsio 3 mexcmonozieio, 1imepamyposHascmeom, icmopioepapicio, npecosHascmeom
MAKOIC PO32NAHYMO NUMAHHS, WO SPAE BANCIUBY POJIb ) GUBUEHHT NOJIl ) CYCNITbCMEI, iICMOopii 1imepamypHo20
npoyecy, WisiXie tio2o po3eUmKY, Wo Xapakmepusyoms ix cyCRilbHO-NOATMUYHI YMOBU, NOTIMUYHI MA ICMOPUYHI
00CMaBUHU. KT GUKTUKATOMb Yi CINAHU.

Bucnosku. [1iobuswiu niocymxu agmop npuxooums 00 maxkoz2o GUCHOBKY, w0 Oyia 3podrena i mpusae
doci sadicniusa poboma 3 susuenns icmopii npecu. llJonpasda, nepesadxcua Oinvuicmes podim 610 HANUCAHO
BION0GIOHO 00 10€0N02IUHUX «NPABULY PAOSHCHKOI enoxu, momy noodii ma gakmu ne Oyiu iHmepnpemosani
3 mieto dic mounicmio i Oynu oanexi 6id 06 exkmusnocmi. OOHAK ye He 0ae Ham RIOCMAg 3anepewysamu 6Ci yi
KpPOKU Yy eusuenni icmopii Opyky. Haeénaxu, ciio npogooumu mouni ma pemenvHi 00CAI0HCEHH, OKPeCaooHU
HOBI hakmu ma 6idomocmi.

Hazonowyemocs, wo npeomem 00CniodHceHHsi 3HAXOOUMbCS HA CIMUKY Npecu, icmopii, aimepamypu,
NOATMUYHUX HAYK, UWUPOKO BUKOPUCIIOBYIOMbCS Meopemudti ma Memooono2iuti KoHyenyii, xapaxmepmi 0jis
Yux HayK. 3 Memoro nposiCHeHHsL HAYKOBO-MeOPEMUYHOT Kapmutu 6 2aJ1y3i a3epoaiioHCancbKol HCyPHATICIUKY,
3 SCYBAHHS NO3UYIT KPUMUKIG, JHCYPHATICIIE, Ny ONIYUcmie ma 6u0asyie 3 pisHuM C8imoaisioom y aimepamypHo-
icmopuunitl 60pomvOi WUPOKO BUCBIMTIOIOMbCS NEOPEMUYHI NOTONCEHHS, WO 8I00UBAIOMb NEPed08T OCTIOHI
NpUHYUnU.

Kniouoesi cnosa: oceima, npeca, Azepbdatiodican, srcypuanicmura, ioeonocis
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